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Course Description

There are more connections in a human brain than there are stars in the
universe. This course focuses on the brain as an integrated system and
looks at how its many connected networks achieve coordinated effects,
linking the mind to the brain and the body. In exploring integration across
the nervous system, this course examines topics such as the effects of
neurotransmitters on emotions and behavior, the nature of sleep and
wakeful states and transitions between them, and mechanisms underlying
the control of body movement. The connections between social factors and
brain function is also explored, as well as current ethical dilemmas in the
field, such as the ethical consequences associated with recent technologies
designed to alter our minds, or enhance brain function beyond normal
healthy ranges.
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