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Course Description

The course is divided into three parts: the first part addresses the Chinese
political economy in the time of reform and opening out. Topics include
some of the momentous shifts in China's socio-economic order from Maoism
to the present day, with a particular focus on the rising and declining social
groups and the distribution of power resources across society; the key
stages and (re)orientations of Reform and Opening; economic policies with
an eye to the social and political tendencies and tensions that it
encapsulates; Chinese socio-economic landscape of today in a critical
discussion of notions such as state capitalism and China model; and the
diversity of Chinese development through a focus on the contrasts between
several competing regional models. The second part addresses Chinese
culture and religion. Topics include cultural foundations of ancestor worship
and its contemporary practice; the meaning of guanxi (relationship) and its
application and transition in Chinese society; the Five Relationships, the core
of Confucian ethics; the culture of Shanghai, including themes such as
nostalgia and consumerism, as well as the value system and lifestyle of
Shanghainese; and an introduction to Chinese policy of religious freedom, to
the historical background and contemporary situation of Chinese folk
religion, and to the phenomenon of mass conversion to Christianity in China.
The third part focuses on Shanghai studies as a means to offer a distinct
localized illustration of the Chinese experience.
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