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Course Description

How can what we know as anthropologists be applied to saving lives,
alleviating suffering, and promoting vitality? This module surveys some
answers to this question from the perspectives of medical anthropology and
sister disciplines such as social medicine and global health. Students will
read and interrogate classic and contemporary studies from the
anthropology and medical literatures, and policy documents from the World
Health Organisation and philanthropic foundations. Along the way, students
will engage with key theoretical approaches including Critical Medical
Anthropology, political ecology, and the social determinants of health. The
goal of the class is to equip students to critically evaluate and apply
anthropological ideas to current problems in medicine and global health.
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