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Course Description

This course explores the shaping of Jewish identity and the formation of
border lines between Jews and non-Jews in the rabbinic period. Through
critical readings of Talmudic texts from the second to sixth centuries CE, it
investigates how rabbinic laws and ideas inform the contemporary
understanding of what it means to be Jewish. The course begins by delving
into texts which highlight the shift of defining Judaism as a religion rather
than an ethnicity. It then focus on the challenge of integrating into a non-
Jewish society while protecting Jewish separateness from the other. The
course also studies texts which reveal the deep influence that non-Jewish
cultural context had on rabbinic practice. The final unit of the course
explores the essential question of how the rabbis see the role of Judaism in
the world at large.
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