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Course Description

This course examines the interplay of external and internal factors in
inflaming conflict and tension in the Middle East. It covers the role of foreign
powers in a number of case studies: the Arab/Israeli conflict, Iran-Iraq war,
the Gulf War of 1990-1991, the war on Terror, the Arab Uprisings, and the
rise of the Islamic State. These case studies illustrate the difficulties in
separating national from international politics and provide a nuanced
appreciation of international relations in this vital region.
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