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Course Description

This course studies short stories depicting different aspects of the postwar
period (roughly from 1945 until 1968) to provide an insight into the postwar
period as a whole: how it shaped Japanese society at the time and how that
process of shaping still bears upon the present. One short story at a time is
studied. The texts will be made available to the class a week in advance on
the Keio website, and all students will be expected to have read the relevant
story before each class and to come prepared with comments and
questions. All texts will be discussed on the basis of their English-language
translations and the language of discussion will be English. However, the
original Japanese texts will also be made available and native speakers of
Japanese are particularly encouraged to use their knowledge of the original
language to contribute to the discussion.
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