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Course Description
This course examines how social environments in different places affect
people's health or ill-health. A key conceptual framework for this course is
the social determinants of health (SDH). The course draws on theories and
evidence from disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, public health,
and development studies; and to a lesser extent, economics, demography,
and epidemiology. Students learn about the ways different cultures and
societies define and understand health and ill-health and why some diseases
are highly stigmatized. Case studies from different places and of different
diseases are used to illustrate the social determinants of health, including
infectious diseases and non-communicable diseases.
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