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Course Description
The ongoing interaction between music, the sciences, and engineering is
emerging as a major concern in 21st century musicology and sound studies.
In this course, students survey this new body of literature, covering topics
from the renaissance to the present day, in order to understand why this
interaction matters, and how it can inform our understanding of musical
materials and musical ideas. The course examines some of the ways that
music has been treated as an object of scientific study, as well as the ways
that music has been used by scientists and engineers to understand other
aspects of nature, culture, and society. It also assesses the degree to which
science and engineering have contributed to the progress of musical
aesthetics. Using case studies from the history of music, musical
instruments, and musicology it also introduces key concepts in the
philosophy and sociology of modern science.
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