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Course Description

This course approaches the history of authorship by focusing on texts either
purporting to be written by fictional characters (by authors such as Defoe,
Swift, Robinson, or Beckett), or featuring fictionalized versions of "real"
authorial figures (such as Chaucer, Lessing, Joyce, Roth). Students study
texts that deliberately or mischievously blur those boundaries. In addition to
thinking about authorship, students explore the development of kinds of
literary characters.
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