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Course Description

This course examines Japanese political economy. It provides an overall
understanding of political economy in Japan. The course covers diverse
topics of contemporary Japan through the lens of political economy including
the developmental state and Japan Inc., the politics of industrial policy, the
bubble economy and lost decade, the Japanese financial Big Bang, the
political economy of globalization and Japanese reform, types of economic
recovery or recession after the 2008 global crash and 2011 quake,
Abenomics and recent symptoms of recession, and Japanese foreign policy
and new initiatives, etc. This course is divided into three parts. The first part
focuses on the developmental state of Japan; the second part covers the
Japanese “lost decade” and the future of its economy; and the third part
outlines Japan’s foreign policy.
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