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Course Description

This course offers an introduction to the theories and debates in policy
studies, public policy analysis, comparative politics, international relations,
political economy, sociology, and development economics. As such, the
course does not aim to provide concrete policy answers in many cases to
longstanding policy debates and questions, but instead intellectually guides
students to think through these big questions. The overarching goal in this
course is to understand why there is no “one size fits all” policy solutions.
That means there's no generic solution. But there are some key principles to
help find the right policy in the right situation, and history to learn from. The
class consists of three modules. Module one focuses on the fundamentals of
the politics of the policy process. Here, the course explores the intersection
between politics and public policy, the usefulness and criticisms of the policy
cycle, the role of official and unofficial actors in the policy-making process,
as well as the major theories of the policy process. Module two reviews
major factors and causes that account for variation in policy outcomes
across countries. Importantly, the course discusses and analyzes the factors
that explain variation in public policies across countries and the domestic
context of policymaking in both developed and developing countries. Lastly,
in module three, the course concludes by empirically reviewing the highly
contested topics that animate today’s public debates, such as immigration
and citizenship, education, health care, and welfare policies.
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