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Course Description

Grounded in a multidisciplinary approach (political science, history,
sociology and anthropology), this course explores key themes in African
politics: colonial legacies, state-formation, nation-building, styles of
leadership, political regimes, citizenship, democratization, ethnicity,
religious pluralism, war and peace, and African diasporas. The course
enables students: to acquire a knowledge and understanding of both
general trends on the continent and more in-depth history and
contemporary politics of particular African countries; to learn to analyze and
explain the political processes and institutions of African countries and to
situate them in their social and economic context; to provide students with
an understanding of current debates in African Studies and politics in the
Global South; to open up informed comparison between African case-studies
and other emerging countries in South Asia, the Middle-East or Latin
America-to acquaint students with first-hand empirical material (archives,
datasets, films, novels).
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