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Course Description

The course discusses two main topics. The first topic is on Etruscans and the
Italic peoples: Ancient Italy between Bronze Age and Iron Age. Topics
include the transition from the protovillanovian to the villanovian period;
transformations of the population, origin of the proto-urban centres and
“formation” of the Etruscan ethnos; cultures, languages, and peoples of the
pre-roman Italy; Etruscans and their relationships with the other italic
peoples: commercial exchanges and cultural connections; and cultural and
chronological periods. The second topic is on History and culture of the
Etruscans Culture: The Villanovian period (IX-VIII c. BCE). Topics include from
the hut to the house and from the village to the town; the early forms of
social and political organization; the Orientalizing period (VIII-VII c. BCE): the
rise and consolidation of the aristocracy; the culture of the princes; palaces
and big funerary architecture; different expressions of the aristocratic
ideology; the Archaic period (VI c. BCE): the end of the aristocracies and
coming of the demos; big works of urban monumentalizing; cities and their
harbors; relations with the oriental Greek Culture; the Classic period (V-IV c.
BCE): the dominance of the inner Etruria and the crisis of the coastal Etruria;
the artistic issue and the relationships with Greece; the Hellenistic period
(IV-III c. BCE): the great “crisis” of the Fourth Century and the return of
aristocracies; the relations with Macedonia and Magna Graecia and last
great season of the Etruscan culture; and conflict with Rome and decline of
the Etruscans.
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