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Course Description

This course offers students an opportunity to think, speak, and write in
English about diverse issues of modern and contemporary society, using
readily accessible genres and forms of cultural and social texts, including
popular literature, literature for children and adolescents, graphic novels,
movies and TV dramas, music, art works, journalistic writings, internet
postings, etc. The class may either be organized around a single overarching
theme or cover a series of different yet preferably interrelated themes.

This course is a workshop-based class on the topic of culture in multimodal
communication. Students explore tools for understanding and analyzing
different modes of communication. Particularly, the class focuses on how
meaning is made through the interaction of two modes (language and
image) in an important modern cultural medium, graphic novels. However,
students apply the knowledge gained from this class to other forms of
multimodal communication in the world around them.
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