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Course Description

This course examines language, discourse, and communication across
different contexts within medicine, illness, and health. It explores some of
the dominant policy and media discourses of health, focusing on issues such
as mental health, relationships of power between patients and health
professionals, the framing of personal risk and responsibility in health
promotion, and the representations of emerging diseases. Students examine
the discursive negotiation of personal experiences of health problems, for
example through narrative reconstructions of illness experiences,
positioning of "sick" and "healthy" people, doctor-patient interactions, and
the use of online forums for advice and support. The course covers a range
of approaches and methods that are used in health discourse analysis, such
as illness narratives, discursive psychology, conversation analysis, discourse
metaphors, and critical discourse analysis.
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