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Course Description
This class contemplates Black America's history of struggle toward freedom
from a multidisciplinary perspective (literature, sociology, and political
science) along with an historical background. Central to discussions is a
focus on the African-American voice since the eighteenth century. Through
the development of their unique cultural and social traditions, Black people
have managed to sustain themselves as a people and as Americans in the
face of racial oppression. This course also draws on popular culture (music,
visual arts, television, sports) as to explore the destiny of Black people in
the American contemporary cultural history, with particular attention to the
interplay between Black culture and political consciousness. From slave
poetess Phyllis Weatley to the rise of white supremacy under the presidency
of Donald Trump, Black America's history is an American history and
somewhat, a counter-history of the United States. The course uses visual
arts, movies and various forms of images to grasp the extent to which
African-Americans made their own history.
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