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Course Description

This course covers the scope of local government activities in France and
the political nature of the financial decisions that accompany these
initiatives. An explanation of the institutional and financial constraints facing
the local public sector, along with an analysis of the reforms undertaken by
the state, leads to a reflection on what decentralization means in France
today and how it is evolving. The course considers the future prospects for
local government action in France and compares this situation with other
models of local government organization internationally. It also reflects on
the current and future role of local governments in environmental transition
policies and how their financial decisions may or may not contribute to
them.
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