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Course Description

This course addresses the interdisciplinary applicability of phenomenology,
including best practices, use and application in a non-philosophical context,
what qualifies a discipline or practice as phenomenological, and the core
commitments of phenomenology. The first third of the course offers an
introduction to core ideas and figures in phenomenology. It makes clear how
phenomenology, by offering an account of human existence where the
subject is understood as an embodied, socially, and culturally embedded
being-in-the-world, is not only addressing specific issues relevant to several
disciplines from within the humanities and social sciences, but also
contributing to the philosophy of the human sciences. The rest of the course
looks at successful applications in qualitative research and psychology, in
discussions of gender and race, in health care (primarily psychiatry and
nursing), in cognitive science (primarily developmental psychology and
neuroscience), and in the social sciences (including sociology, anthropology
and political science). The course offers some reflections on what a
phenomenological interview might look like and discusses how ideas from
phenomenology can be used in corporations and private companies.
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