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Course Description

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the law and practice
of international dispute settlement. The course begins with an introduction
to the obligation to settle international disputes peacefully and an overview
of the fundamental principles of dispute settlement. The course then
explores the non-judicial means of dispute settlement: negotiation,
mediation, good offices, inquiry, and conciliation. Thereafter, the course
focuses on the judicial settlement of disputes by international courts and
tribunals, in particular the International Court of Justice, the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea dispute settlement mechanisms, the
dispute settlement procedures and mechanisms of the World Trade
Organization, and arbitral tribunals in both inter-State and investor-State
disputes. The course concludes by addressing select issues related to
international dispute settlement, namely provisional measures, landmark
cases (such as the South China Sea arbitration), and contemporary issues
such as compliance with judicial and arbitral decisions, and the politics of
international investment law. Throughout the course, not only the “law,” but
also the “politics” of dispute settlement are addressed.
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