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Course Description

This course offers a reflection on the uses of memory in the American
context. The focus is on the iconic figure of Martin Luther King Jr. The course
allows students to understand how history feeds the American civic myths
and is therefore constantly re-read and reinvented by memory. The 2018
commemorations dedicated to celebrating the memory of the murdered
hero are marked by ambiguity. This has been the case since 1968. It is
Ronald Reagan, who was opposed to civil rights, that adopted the Martin
Luther King holiday in 1983. In 2018, within the tense racial context since
the election of Donald Trump, King is the subject of memorial struggles
between conservatives and progressives, North and South, Whites and
minority populations.
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