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Course Description

This course explores the foundations of English literature, from Beowulf to
the love poetry of the Tudor court. It offers students a sense of the
historical, political, social, and literary developments over this long period,
thoroughly contextualizing works within their cultural and intertextual fields.
The course covers eight centuries of writing in England, and some influential
continental works brought over by William the Conqueror. Many of these
texts are available in modern English translations, but students also have
the experience of reading and working with original forms of the varieties of
Middle English which developed over the period. This course offers students
a growing understanding of the purposes and effects, conscious and
unconscious, of literary production and development. Students in this option
undertake the fall-term portion of the year-long course.
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