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Course Description

This course provides an introduction to sociolinguistic methods for the
systematic study of language variation, with an emphasis on variation in the
Spanish-speaking world. Topics covered include: criteria for defining
language varieties; axes of language variation; the linguistic variable and
methods to obtain linguistic data; sociophonetic, morphological, and
morphosyntactic variation; linguistic, stylistic, and social factors that affect
variation; variation at each level in the Spanish-speaking world; variation
and pragmatics; pronoun formality and social meaning; the advance of
“tuteo” in Mexico.
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