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Course Description

This course rests on the premise that the nineteenth century matters today,
for it unleashed and solidified the main forces and ideologies shaping our
lives as 21st-century global citizens: Capitalism, Marxism, Feminism, White
Supremacy, Anti-racism, Environmentalism, etc. Course readings enable us
to grapple with the complexity of this period as well as to rethink
contemporary conflicts and crises: Is Whitman’s vision of democracy
applicable today? What does the #MeToo movement owe to Charlotte
Perkins Gillman? Do we live and work like Bartleby? What do we learn about
freedom today by reading a slave narrative published 150 years ago? 
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