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Course Description

This course addresses the social and economic history of the Southeast
Asian region since the mid-18th century. It introduces the study of social
and economic change across time, the perspectives useful in and resultant
from that study, and the particular value of that study in understanding
modern Southeast Asia. It examines pre-colonial social formations and their
relationship to patterns of economic activity; Southeast Asians' responses to
the challenges and opportunities of their region's integration with new
markets in the 19th century; the social transformations that followed from
depression, war, and decolonization in the mid-20th century; and significant
aspects of the rapid pace of social and economic change that marked the
second half of that century.
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