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Course Description

This course provides an introduction to jazz music and its history. Assigned
readings focus on the music’s history; lectures attempt to bring that history
to life, using examples from a wide range of sound recordings and film
footage. The course devotes particular attention to the complex dynamic
between change and continuity as the music developed over the course of
the twentieth century, but also explores how jazz influenced and interacted
with other musical forms. Although the emphasis will be on American jazz,
the course will also consider jazz produced in other cultural contexts,
including Japan.
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