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Course Description

This course presents a multifaceted France constructed by the juxtaposition
of diverse spheres. The history of this construction is an arduous one of
conflict and constant change. By focusing on evolving institutions, the
course analyzes the political struggles out of which the French State arose
and developed its current form. It pays particular attention to fundamental
developments during the 19th century, using a novel approach to study of
that period. Class discussion plays an important role in this course, as
students are encouraged to interact with the material not only to
consolidate their grasp of the subject but also as a way to analyze events,
explore causality, and therefore discover the complexity and subtlety of
historical analysis.
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