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Course Description

This first-semester course introduces students to the history of literature in
Scotland in English and Scots, covering two periods of its great flourishing:
at the Stuart court of the late 14th and 15th centuries, and in the Romantic
period of the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The focus is on how
questions of literary form relate to the social and intellectual context in
which the text was written and read; that is, on how the text's formal
achievement reflects the institutions which made it possible and the ideas
which made it meaningful. The course encourages students to extend their
essay writing skills through engagement with critical material.
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