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Course Description

This course presents the political philosophy of John Stuart Mill (1806-1873),
the most influential British philosopher of the nineteenth century and a
central figure in the liberal tradition of political thought. ON LIBERTY (1859),
his most widely known work and one which no student of political philosophy
can afford to ignore, is a cornerstone of classical liberal theory; and THE
SUBJECTION OF WOMEN (1869) constitutes a pioneering application of the
theory—and of Mill's empiricism—to the question of equality between the
sexes. The course proceeds in an orderly fashion through all five chapters of
ON LIBERTY before turning to a thorough reading of THE SUBJECTION OF
WOMEN, making regular pauses to put Mill's thought in broader perspective
against the general background of his empiricist philosophy, as well as the
historical place of his thought within the liberal tradition.
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