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Course Description

This course introduces the area of Czech fairytales as a genre within its
broader historical, geographical, and cultural context. Furthermore, it
describes and surveys the changes in the approach to fairytales within the
development of scholarship about them. The course presents historical,
psychoanalytical, and philosophical interpretations, as well as
anthropological and religious types of theories, and biological and gender or
feminist methods of their interpretation. The course respects the connection
of the fairytale to other folklore narrative forms like legends, fables, and
myths; however, it defines the fairytale as a specific genre. It includes topics
such as ethical and moral principles in fairytales, gender and social roles,
and historical and political influences on fairytale adaptations.
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