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Course Description

This course provides insights into one of the darkest, most disturbing, and
most formative eras of European history in the 20th century. The place of
the Third Reich in German and European history, as well as reflections on
continuity, modernity, and radical change, are discussed in detail. The
seminars pay particular attention to conflicting interpretations of how the
Third Reich came into being, the reasons for its "success," and how a
complete breakdown of a civilization was possible. The seminars develop
students' capacity to distinguish between fundamental knowledge and
historical interpretations. Different methodological approaches to key
questions are presented and discussed next to different political
interpretations of the Third Reich. The critical use of different theoretical
models is presented and encouraged throughout the course.
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