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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale program. The course is intended
for advanced level students only. Enrollment is by consent of the instructor.
The course focuses on the political, economic, and cultural European –
mainly Iberian – expansion in America during the 16th and 17th centuries as
one of the key phenomena that ignited the process of early modern
globalization. Early modern globalization is analyzed from the perspective of
historical anthropology, stressing how the global dimension of early modern
colonialism, characterized by the worldwide circulation of goods, people,
and ideas, fostered unprecedented processes of cultural interaction and
hybridization as well as the creation of new political and cultural identities. A
proper historical and anthropological understanding of such processes
requires one to go beyond traditional Eurocentric notions of acculturation
and westernization in order to adequately recognize the active role played
by indigenous groups and individuals in the shaping of the emerging global
world. The course contextualizes the European conquest of America within a
global historical and cultural framework and provides a critical analysis of
historical sources and early ethnographic records. The course includes
notions linked to the popularization and public use of historical and
anthropological knowledge. A section of the course is devoted to the
analysis of the textual sources produced in the context of
European/indigenous interactions in the New World, with a special focus on
how indigenous voices can be glimpsed in those incipient forms of
ethnographic records that, in turn, witness the early emergence of
anthropology as a constitutive facet of early modern European colonial
experience. Specific attention is devoted to the early circulation of
ethnographic artifacts and how their observation and description by
different social actors generated diverse discourses regarding the
relationship between cultural difference and shared humanity.
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