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Course Description

This course covers the history, theories, institutions, and policies of
economic development. It begins by considering development from classical
Western perspectives (liberalism, neoliberalism, and the Washington
Consensus), burgeoning Eastern perspectives (the “East Asian model,” the
Beijing Consensus), as well as various heterodox traditions (postcolonialism,
Marxism). The course then explores the doers of development in today's
global economy and international system: the Bretton Woods and
multilateral institutions, the private sector and private philanthropists, as
well as individual countries such as the United States and China. Finally, the
course dives deep into the particular problems and policies that define
global development in low-income countries today: how they meet their
domestic energy needs and attain a clean energy transition; how they meet
their domestic food needs and maximize their agricultural export revenues;
how they build the infrastructure they require for their rapidly growing
populations and economies; and how they attract or create good jobs and
high wages to ensure stable and equitable growth.
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