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Course Description
This course offers a broad overview of the trajectory of politics, society, and
economic development in Africa. The course provides an analysis of the role
that pre-colonial and colonial legacies have played in shaping the formation
and consolidation of particular forms of political rule in Africa. Students learn
the evolution of state-society relations to explain both the persistence of
authoritarianism as well as the transition to political liberalization in a
number of African countries.
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