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Course Description
Health policy is a core component of western welfare states. It is also a very
complex and contested policy field where hierarchical, market, clan, and
network based governance forms meet and sometimes conflict. A diverse
range of national and international actors influence health policymaking.
This seminar provides an introduction to comparative health policy analysis
as a method for analyzing and comparing health systems. Nordic health
systems are used as case examples, but comparisons are made to other
types of health systems in Europe. Theories about comparative health
policy, public administration, welfare states, and health economics are
presented as frameworks for analyzing differences and similarities.
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