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Course Description

This course examines different ideas as to why some countries have
flourished and others have failed to do so. Why are few countries rich and
many poor? How can we explain big differences in wealth even within
countries? If the turbulent development of countries like China and India is
any measure to go by, we are likely to see major changes in the future. To
understand how such economic transformations work, and what their effects
might be, this course looks to the historical record. Why did the Industrial
Revolution take place in England and not in China? Why could other western
countries easily catch up with England, while large parts of Asia, Africa, and
South-America remained underdeveloped? Many theories and concepts
have been developed to help answer these questions, ranging from the role
of climate, culture, or population, to the institutional approach that is
currently fashionable. In this introductory course students discuss an
overview of these theories and concepts, and analyze the social, economic,
and political development of societies in different parts of the world from the
Middle Ages to the present.
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