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Course Description

The course provides an in-depth introduction to the neurobiology of social
behavior with a focus on model systems. Following a refresher on the
general principles of what it means to be social, why it is useful, and how
social drives lead to specific behaviors, the topics covered include a
description of different animal models used to examine social behavior from
invertebrates up to mammals. Emphasis is placed on understanding the
brain areas and circuits involved, including the effects that key players, such
as specific genes, environmental situations, neurotransmitters, and
peptides, have on the circuits underlying social behavior. Finally, the course
gives an overview of both well-established and novel assays used to
measure different social behaviors.
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