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Course Description

This course studies the popular forms of literature that existed between the
16th and 18th centuries and how historical events invented stylistic choices
as well as choices in medium. The 16th century focuses on the birth of the
Renaissance, the poetry written then, and how prose became a bigger
medium for fiction instead of just scholarly journals. The 17th century
introduces the Jacobean era of the influence of Shakespeare's works. The
18th century introduces us to the "modern novel"” to explore the era of
Romanticism and how it began, the stylistic choices that embody it, and how
society in Europe reflected or rejected its core ideals.
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