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Course Description

This course is a tutorial for LING 111 B. The notions of opaque languages
and transparent languages are defined. This course is intended primarily for
future teachers of the language, trainers, and re-educators (speech
therapy), who desire to work with computer development engineers in the
areas of Automatic Language Processing (TAL), and all issues concerning the
"man-machine dialogue". The first part of the course emphasizes acoustic
and physiological description (organs of phonation) of sounds of speech in
French. This behavior is studied first in isolation, then in the spoken chain:
description, classification, transcription. An overview of the characteristics of
oral French is proposed. Students also gain knowledge of the API
(International Phonetic Alphabet - part for the French language) in order to
learn to transcribe phonetically. Some exercises on other languages may
also be proposed to establish comparisons. The second part of the course
studies some elements of phonology (study of the role of sounds in the
French system) with presentation of the notions of opposition and variation,
combinatorics and distribution, phoneme and variant.
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