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Course Description

This course examines the study of preferences and experimental aesthetics
within its historical context, the main themes of neuroesthetics and topics of
debate in the field, and the methodologies used in the empirical study of
aesthetics. The course discusses topics including the definitions of art,
empirical aesthetics, Darwin and evolutionary perspectives, sensory
systems , reward systems, scenes and landscapes, motion, color, faces and
body, and current debates and future developments. The course requires
basic knowledge of the foundations of cognitive psychology, of perception,
and of the neural basis of behavior.
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