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Course Description
This course trains students to reflect critically on the historical, social, and
cultural embeddedness of gender and sexual practices, relationships, and
imaginaries in Europe and beyond. The focus is on the historical
anthropology of gender and sexuality in contemporary societies. That is to
say, on how gender and sexuality articulate with hierarchies of race,
ethnicity, class, and cultural distinction – and the relationship between
gender and sexuality, modern capitalism, and modern imperialism. Students
engage with critical approaches to gender and sexuality in relation to
globalization; the racialization of postcolonial immigrants, the emergence of
increasingly multicultural societies, the advent of feminism and gay
liberation, the relative progress in gender equality, and the diversification of
gendered and sexual subcultures. Participants not only learn the latest
theoretical developments in the fields of gender and sexuality, more
crucially they gain knowledge about the social construction of gender and
sexuality in contemporary societies. Prerequisite for this course is an
introductory gender studies or diversity course.
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