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Course Description

The purpose of this course is threefold. First, the course offers an
introduction to the everyday life and politics of socialism in Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Union. In order to grasp both common trends and specific
experiences, the course first and foremost relies on visual material: movies,
documentaries, photographs, cartoons, and maps. The assumption here is
that images provide especially rich, and all too often neglected, sources on
the past. Second, the course provides an introduction to visual culture, as
well as to the anthropology of images. The experiences and practices of
seeing lie at the core of the course. Finally, the course ventures into issues
of sources, methods, and knowledge in the social sciences. Students are
invited to engage with these issues as they work on their own research
project for the course.
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