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Course Description

This course provides students with theoretical knowledge, which is essential
for discussing critical issues on public bureaucracy in modern liberal
democracies. The course is divided into four main parts. In Part I examines
the primary concepts of this course (i.e., bureaucracy, democracy, and their
relationships). Part II focuses on the administrative branch by discussing
traditional scholarly debates and recent controversial topics such as
representativeness, democratic control, political neutrality, and the brain
drain of government bureaucracy. Part III discussions are expanded to the
other government institutions: the executive, legislative, and judicial
branches, and their relationships with the administrative branch. Part IV
includes in-depth discussions on how we could blend in our understanding of
the essential values and relationships revolving around public bureaucracy
which is especially helpful for those who plan to work in the (quasi-) public
sector.
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