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8.00
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Course Description

This course explores a range of performance texts and contexts from the
16th and 17th centuries and emphasizes modes of staging and early
modern performative practices. Students explore indoors and outdoors
performances including commercial amphitheaters such as The Globe,
private playhouses such as The Blackfriars, as well as aristocratic forms of
theater such as dining hall drama, pageants, royal entries, and court
masques. In the second half of the unit students focus on texts and
performance skills, including early modern rehearsal and acting techniques;
uses of space in the early modern drama; and the production of gender,
race, and, class on the stage. The course examines the historical and
cultural contexts of early modern theater, as well as a detailed knowledge of
early modern practices of playing including verse-speaking, stagecraft,
costume, make-up, music, and clowning.
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English
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