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Course Description

This course explores the central contradiction of Chinese politics today: the
sustained liberalization of society and the concomitant closure of the
political arena. While the aim of the course is to provide students with a
thorough knowledge of China's recent political development, emphasis is
placed on historical continuities and turning points. Major themes include
the structure of single-party rule, central-local relations, the political-military
nexus of power and China's new foreign policy under Xi Jinping. The course
also considers the politics of environmental degradation and the use that
the party-state makes of the law and the media to perpetuate its power.
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