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Course Description

The course begins with a study of the rebuilding of Europe and the stark
division of the continent following the Second World War. It compares how
countries across Western Europe embraced varying combinations of
liberalism and socialism while the 'Iron Curtain' sealed Eastern Europe within
Communism until that system's stunningly peaceful collapse that climaxed
in November 1989 with the dismantling of the Berlin Wall. It also traces the
evolution of the European Union, despite references to the 'United States of
Europe', dating back to the earliest visions of European integration. The
course analyzes how the European Union has been developing on a
fundamentally different path from the United States of America and any
other political system.
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