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Course Description

This course introduces the major debates and issues in documentary film
studies, a burgeoning field within the discipline of film studies. Students
examine issues that have historically concerned the field, namely, questions
related to objectivity, truth, observation, surveillance, interaction, and
performance, raising key debates about the documentary form, issues that
return time and time again in the literature. Finally, this course considers
emergent forms and context that challenge documentary filmmaking.
Students look at the essay film, the emergence of new forms of non-linear
documentary on the web and documentary in the context of the art world.
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