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Course Description

The conflict environment in which peace mediators operate has changed
considerably since the end of the Cold War. The discrete Cold War conflicts
between a state and a major political rebel group, each backed by a Cold
War power, have fragmented into localized, urbanized, and criminalized
conflicts of the kind we see in Syria, Afghanistan, Mali, and South Sudan
today. At the same time, peace mediation as a field has become
increasingly professionalized and standardized through the international
codification of peace mediation norms and techniques of peace process
design. This course considers how the process design tools, concepts of
conflict analysis, and norms underpinning "peace mediation" are evolving to
negotiate peace in increasingly complex intra-state conflicts. The course
begins by examining the traditional realist and liberal concepts of conflict
analysis and techniques of peace process design developed to understand
and manage conflict during the Cold War and immediate post-Cold War era.
Using critiques from peace studies, comparative politics, global IR theory,
sociology and post-colonial theory, the course highlights the weaknesses of
these traditional IR approaches to peace mediation in the post 9/11
international security environment.
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