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Course Description

This course is part of the Laurea Magistrale degree program in Modern, Post-
Colonial and Comparative Literatures. The course is intended for advanced
levels students only. Enrollment is by consent of the instructor. Students
acquire knowledge of gender studies (theories and methodologies) in
diverse cultural contexts whereby the notions of identity and otherness,
difference, and diversity are analyzed within an intercultural perspective.
The course intends to favor the capability to deconstruct these notions in
diverse texts (theoretical, literary, and visual). The course focuses on the
following topics: controversial books, ethical reading, and ethical criticism:
cultural representations of diversity and the survival of the outsiders. The
course analyses books that were banned (such as WIDE SARGASSO

SEA or THE COLOR PURPLE) or controversial (for instance THE PASSION OF
NEW EVE and DISGRACE) for their provocative and non-mainstreaming
cultural position. The first lessons analyze critical theories on difference and
diversity within an intersectional perspective. The second part interrogates
and discusses literary and visual texts where the construction of women and
other subjects as "negative" and functional/structural diversity are
challenged and overcome through narrative strategies of resistance and
trans-formations. The violence of representation is thus exposed and
critically challenged. The diachronic study of theories and fiction (in different
genres) aims at showing repetitive patterns in the cultural representation of
difference as well as in the strategic patterns of resistance, reaffirming the
necessity, right, and power of diversity.
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