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Course Description

This course examines how to write for an authentic audience, and first
person narratives that move people’s minds and hearts. The course begins
with literacy narratives, learning how they work and how writing our own
can expose our own assumptions and tendencies about writing in English.
Then, the course covers the genre of the Personal Statement or Statement
of Purpose, not as a "template" but as a means to get to know ourselves
deeply in order to communicate our best selves persuasively. It covers how
to read like a writer and apply that learning to our own writing. By the end of
the course, students will have written, through multiple drafts, two first
person essays: a literacy narrative and a statement of purpose, following the
guidelines of the graduate program of their choice. This is a writing intensive
course.

Prerequisite: Writing 1 or Writing 2 or ideally, BOTH. It is assumed that you
have already taken a writing class at the university level.
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