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Course Description

The course introduces students to “regular” Hebrew (vs. “easy” Hebrew) by
exposing them to literature and scientific works as well as the press in the
original Hebrew. Students become familiar with synonyms and the subtle
differences between words, as well as expressions and idioms in Hebrew.
Students acquire the ability to view films and videotapes, as well as to
comprehend lectures (all with advanced preparation in class). Students also
gain a good command of the various verbal structures including exceptions
to the rules, and become familiar with many syntactical structures. Focus is
placed on comprehension: listening to the news, recorded radio programs
and lectures in easy Hebrew; conversation: conversations, discussions and
short lectures based on the passages read and heard; informal meetings
with Israelis, reported on afterwards in class; reading: first encounter with
unadapted texts, gradual transition from the easy Hebrew press to simple
bulletins and articles in regular Hebrew; extensive reading of books in easy
Hebrew; writing: beginning of practical writing on topics discussed in class;
writing about personal experiences; writing of structured compositions; and
also, grammatical skills: completion of syntactic study of main structures;
study of the weak verb.
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